SUMMARY A periodic EEG pattern very similar to the changes in Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease was seen in a case of anoxic encephalopathy. Necropsy revealed status spongiosus of the cerebral cortex. Generalised repetitive sharp transients in anoxic encephalopathy occur when the patient is comatose and carry a poor prognosis. They are not specific for Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. (fig 2a, b) . There was severe atrophy of the mamillary bodies and brownish softening of the periaquedactal grey matter and the subependymal grey matter around a third ventricle (fig 2c, d ). Microscopic examination of the brain revealed neuronal loss, astrocytic gliosis, capillary proliferations and petechial haemorrhages in periaquedactal and periventricular grey matter. Loss of neurons and status spongiosus due to disintegration of the cortical layers were noted in every sample of the cerebral cortex (fig 2e, f) . The 740 group.bmj.com on June 23, 2017 -Published by
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